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public cooperation that would bridge the gaps 
in the state’s innovation pipeline. It has re-
ceived significant funding from the Idaho State 
Legislature since its birth in 2007. In addition, 
the Idaho National Laboratory has provided 
funds to assist in its efforts. 

The hi-tech industry is an important industry 
to the United States and to Idaho and the gov-
ernment plays an important role in helping to 
foster and encourage new innovations and 
ideas. The Idaho TechConnect Proof of Con-
cept Center assists people and organizations 
with novel innovations from early stage 
projects to the launch of a viable start-up busi-
ness or to license the product or service to an 
existing business. Over the last 3 years Idaho 
TechConnect has worked with more than 
1,000 companies and individuals as well as all 
of Idaho’s universities and colleges and the 
Idaho National Lab to get more ideas out of 
the research and development funding. It has 
been very successful at discovering ideas and 
assessing their potential. These funds will as-
sist its efforts to turn promising ideas into 
products and services and assist businesses 
in efforts to mature these innovations into mar-
ket-ready products and services. 

The Center will provide assistance with 
business models, intellectual property strategy, 
and access to capital, resulting in more ideas 
becoming products. Innovation is key to cre-
ating new jobs and fostering new businesses 
and growing current ones. This funding will as-
sist businesses and public entities in their ef-
forts to mature their innovative ideas into mar-
ket-ready products and services. During these 
difficult economic times, the federal govern-
ment should seek every means possible to 
foster real economic growth and make our 
economy stronger in the short term but par-
ticularly in the long-term. 
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IN HONOR OF FRANK PINNEY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the public service career of Mr. Frank 
Pinney on the occasion of his retirement as 
Chief of the Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade 
after thirty-five years, seventeen as Chief. I 
have known Frank for a long time and have 
called him many things over the years: chief; 
mayor, community volunteer, community lead-
er, mentor, neighbor, trusted advisor, public 
safety expert, friend, and above all, public 
servant. It is in this last capacity that I speak 
today about the great difference that Frank 
has made to the community that he has called 
home for nearly forty years. 

Frank Pinney arrived in Big Sur in the early 
1970s. At that time Big Sur residents relied 
upon Monterey based crews for fire protection 
along 70 miles of remote rugged coastline. It 
could take an hour or more for those trained 
firefighters to arrive at a house fire or other 
emergency. Soon after he arrived in Big Sur, 
Frank joined a community based effort to or-
ganize its own volunteer fire protection serv-
ice. And so in August 1974, the Big Sur Vol-
unteer Fire Brigade was born with Frank 
Pinney among its first members. 

Frank soon displayed an unsurpassed com-
mitment to the Fire Brigade’s public safety 

mission. In 1975, he became the Brigade’s 
training officer and in 1978 won election as 
the Brigade foreman. Other milestones in-
cluded engine company captain, 1982 Out-
standing Firemen of the Year, and Assistant 
Chief for Administration in 1985. He also as-
sisted the Brigades development by spear- 
heading the effort to secure its 501(c)(3) non- 
profit status in 1983 and managing the capital 
fund and actual construction of the Brigade’s 
firehouse in 1991. All of this work and devo-
tion culminated in 1992 with Frank’s election 
as Brigade Chief, a role in which he became 
synonymous with the Brigade itself. 

Over the course of his career with the Bri-
gade, Frank was at the heart of efforts to pro-
tect the local community and the millions of 
annual visitors to Big Sur from common car 
accidents to major wildfires. This included 
service during the 1977 Marble Cone fire, 
1983 El Niňo land slides, and the 1985 Rat 
Creek fire. As Chief he helped lead the re-
sponse as a member of the incident command 
to the 1996 Sur fire, the 1998 winter land 
slides, and the 1999 Kirk fire. 

Frank surpassed all this work with his efforts 
during last year’s monumental Basin Complex 
fire. The Basin Complex fire, and the adjacent 
Indians fire, burned over 240,000 acres of Big 
Sur coastland and back country and over 25 
homes. This event became one of the largest 
wildfires in California history and nearly de-
stroyed the heart of the Big Sur community. 
Frank participated in the Basin Complex inci-
dent command and played a critical role in 
bringing his local knowledge and experience 
to the Forest Service and Cal Fire leadership 
running the massive fire fighting effort. 

‘‘Public service,’’ ‘‘community organizing,’’ 
and ‘‘volunteerism’’ are all frequently heard in 
conversations today. But these words alone 
fail to do justice to Frank for he has been the 
very embodiment of these ideals—all the more 
so in light of the purely voluntary nature of his 
Fire Brigade work. 

Madam Speaker, I know I speak for the 
whole House in both commending Frank 
Pinney for his dedication to the public good 
and in holding out his public service record as 
an example for the whole nation. 
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HONORING MR. ERNEST K. BUCK 
OF PALL MALL, TENNESSEE 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate and remember the life 
of Mr. Ernest Buck of Pall Mall, Tennessee. 
Ernest lived a long, full life in service to his 
country and community, and served as a 
model citizen for his neighbors, family and 
friends. 

Ernest began his career as a student at Lin-
coln Memorial University, before transferring to 
Middle Tennessee State University and later 
to Tennessee Polytechnic Institute, where he 
graduated in 1936. For 42 years, Ernest dedi-
cated himself to teaching young men and 
women of Tennessee at the York Agricultural 
Institute in Fentress County. This alone might 
endear him to his community, but Ernest went 
to incredible lengths, even beyond his work as 
a teacher, to serve those around him at every 
turn. 

During the Second World War, Ernest trav-
eled to Ypsilanti, Michigan, to serve his coun-
try making B–24 bombers and later to Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, to continue the war effort. 
After the war, Ernest returned home to carry 
out his service as a member of the Greers 
Chapel Church, the Young Farmers and 
Homemakers, the York Institute Advisory 
Council, and the Union Bank Board of Direc-
tors. Ernest was also a Director of the Fen-
tress Farmers Co-Op, and served with the 
Fentress County Retired Teachers Association 
and the Fentress County Historical Associa-
tion. 

I hold a special place for Mr. Buck, because 
when my mother was young, he was her 
teacher at York Agricultural Institute. He was 
my teacher as well, and a good friend, and I 
am better today for having known and learned 
from him at an early age. Tennessee was 
blessed to enjoy Ernest Buck’s grace and 
service for ninety-six years, and while his 
presence is missed he will no doubt live on in 
the countless lives he touched. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the House Republican standards 
on congressionally directed finding, I am sub-
mitting the following information regarding 
funding included in H.R. 3170—Financial 
Services and General Government Appropria-
tions Act, 2010. 

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD 
ROGERS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3170 
Account: Financial Services, SBA 
Legal Name of Recipient: SEKTDA 
Address of Recipient: 2292 South Highway 

27, Somerset, KY 42501 
Description of Request: Provide directed 

funding of $685,000 for economic and small 
business development in southern and eastern 
Kentucky. SEKTDA is a non-profit, region-wide 
initiative created to attract travelers and tour 
industry businesses to the area. SEKTDA’s 47 
county region is in one of the most depressed 
areas in the United States and economic and 
small business development is essential. 
These funds will contribute to the economic 
growth of the region. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with House Republican Earmark Standards, I 
am submitting the following earmark disclo-
sure and certification information for three 
project funding requests that I made and were 
included within the text of H.R. 3183—The FY 
2010 Energy and Water Appropriations Act. 

Project 1 
Project: Arkansas River Corridor Project 
Project Amount: $100,000 
Account: Corp of Engineers Investigations 
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Legal Name of Requesting Entity: (INCOG) 

Tulsa County/Program Management Group 
Address of Requesting Entity: 601 S Boul-

der, Suite 1200, Tulsa, OK 74119 
Description of Request: Funding will be 

used for an authorized project (WRDA) within 
the Tulsa Region that has great environmental 
benefits and future economic benefits to the 
region. The projects risks a stall/fail in the en-
gineering design process if the Corps of Engi-
neers is not provided with this funding needed 
to continue their portion of the project. The 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 
authorizes the Corps of Engineers to partici-
pate in the ecosystem restoration, recreation 
and flood damage reduction components of 
the Arkansas River Corridor Master Plan. 

Project 2 
Project: Green TU Algae to Green Fuels En-

ergy Project 
Project Amount: $750,000 
Account: Department of Energy EERE 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The Uni-

versity of Tulsa 
Address of Requesting Entity: 600 S Col-

lege Ave, McClure Hall, Tulsa, OK 74104 
Description of Request: Funding will be 

used to enhance the University of Tulsa’s 
algal research program by supporting several 
algae-to-fuels projects in an effort to stimulate 
green fuels research. Specifically, TU has 
identified five specific project areas that re-
quire additional development: algae growth 
mechanisms and kinetics, optimization of the 
catalytic conversion process, optimization of 
the fuel conversion reactions, process simula-
tion, and directed evolution of algae. 

Project 3 
Project: Jenks Energy Management Equip-

ment 
Project Amount: $250,000 
Account: Department of Energy EERE 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Jenks 

Public Schools 
Address of Requesting Entity: 205 East B 

Street Jenks, OK 74037 
Description of Request: Funding will be 

used to allow the Jenks Public School District 
to continue in a ten-year energy management 
program to increase savings in electricity and 
natural gas usage. Jenks Public Schools will 
add additional direct digital control systems 
software and thermostats to automate and 
track usage for the remaining 23 buildings 
throughout district campuses. 

f 

LEGISLATION TO CODIFY TITLE 51, 
U.S. CODE—NATIONAL AND COM-
MERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, Ranking 
Member LAMAR SMITH and I are introducing a 
bill to codify into positive law as title 51, 
United States Code, certain general and per-
manent laws related to national and commer-
cial space programs. This bill was prepared by 
the Office of the Law Revision Counsel, as 
part of its ongoing responsibility under 2 
U.S.C. 285b to prepare, and submit to the 
Committee on the Judiciary one title at a time, 
a complete compilation, restatement, and revi-
sion of the general and permanent laws of the 
United States. 

The new positive law title replaces the exist-
ing provisions, which are repealed by the bill. 
The bill is not intended to make any sub-
stantive changes in the law. As is typical with 
the codification process, a number of non-sub-
stantive revisions are made, including the re-
organization of sections into a more coherent 
overall structure, but these changes are not in-
tended to have any substantive effect. 

This bill is substantially identical to H.R. 
4780, which LAMAR SMITH and I introduced in 
the last Congress, on December 18, 2007, 
with a few revisions to respond to comments 
received. As there has already been signifi-
cant opportunity for public review and com-
ment, the Committee intends to move expedi-
tiously to consider the bill after the House re-
turns from its August recess. 

The bill, along with a detailed section-by- 
section explanation of the bill, can be found on 
the Law Revision Counsel website at http:// 
uscode.house.gov/cod. Interested parties are 
invited to submit comments to Rob Sukol, As-
sistant Counsel, Office of the Law Revision 
Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives, H2– 
304 Ford House Office Building, Washington, 
DC, 20515–6711, (202) 226–2411, as well as 
to the Committee. 
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TRIBUTE TO FRED THIERER 

HON. CONNIE MACK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Fred Thierer of Cape Coral upon his 
retirement from Fort Myers High School after 
31 years of teaching and coaching. 

Fred’s success both in the classroom and 
on the football field has left a lasting impact on 
the Fort Myers community. He has worked as 
a science teacher, a driver’s education instruc-
tor, a baseball coach, and an assistant football 
coach for over three decades. Fred estimates 
that he has taught more than 7,000 students 
in Southwest Florida how to drive—no wonder 
we have some great drivers in our region! 

Any one of us who has played competitive 
sports understands the valuable lessons of 
hard work, teamwork and commitment. Fred 
understands these qualities as well and has 
worked to instill them in every student he 
coaches. 

Fred’s enthusiasm and passion for teaching 
and coaching has inspired thousands of stu-
dents over the last 31 years. Although he is 
retiring, he plans to continue assisting the Fort 
Myers High School football team as a volun-
teer coach, and he and his wife remain active 
members of their community. 

Madam Speaker, Fred’s efforts have helped 
to make Southwest Florida a great place to 
live, work and visit, and I’m proud to call him 
my friend. I wish Fred and his wife Sharon all 
the best during his retirement. 

TRIBUTE TO THE WOMEN AIR 
SERVICE PILOTS OF WORLD WAR 
II 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to a group of truly ex-
ceptional women who live in my Congres-
sional District and whose service to our coun-
try was honored today by the passage of a bill 
awarding the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Women Air Service Pilots of World War II. 

Inspired by the attacks on Pearl Harbor, 
Margot DeMoss (Riverside, CA), MaryAnn 
Dreher (San Clemente, CA) and Jane Fohl 
(San Clemente, CA) answered our nation’s 
call to duty by joining the Women Air Service 
Pilots of World War II, also known as the 
WASP. 

Created on August 5, 1943, the WASP was 
charged with the critical task of delivering bat-
tle-ready planes from the factory line to mili-
tary bases around the world. After just 16 
months, the WASP had established itself as a 
premier ferrying squadron. Of the more than 
25,000 women that applied for training, only 
1,879 were accepted to participate in the rig-
orous program that would eventually produce 
1,074 outstanding female pilots. 

The WASP founder, world famous aviator 
Jacqueline Cochran, challenged the status 
quo by asking for permission to commission 
WASP directly as Service Pilots, a procedure 
used routinely with male pilots but prohibited 
for women. She lobbied passionately, but 
eventually lost her battle both with the Comp-
troller General of the Army Air Force and in 
the halls of Congress, leading to the WASPs 
disbanding in 1944. 

I believe that these women pioneers de-
serve to be acknowledged not just for their re-
markable bravery and sacrifice, but for remind-
ing us all that an uncompromising commitment 
to America—to its values, ideals and tradi-
tions—is a unifying force. I am a proud co-
sponsor of H.R. 2014, Representative ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN’s bill, awarding the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the Women Air Service 
Pilots of World War II, and I am pleased that 
the women of WASP will finally receive the 
recognition they so rightfully deserve. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with House Republican Earmark Standards, I 
am submitting the following earmark disclo-
sure information for project requests that I 
made and which were included within H.R. 
3170, ‘‘Making appropriations for financial 
services and general government for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes.’’ 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN 
DUNCAN 

Account: Small Business Administration— 
Salaries and Expenses 

Project Amount: $100,000 
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